
 

 

 V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E 3  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

AMP Kudos  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I n  T h e  K n o w M a r c h  2 0 1 6

Message from the Executive Board

Getting to Know...Judith Green McKenzie, M.D. M.P.H.

Spring Event Highlights

Hello everyone! We hope that 2016 is off to a great start. As we officially transition out of Black History Month and move toward Na-
tional Minority Health Month in April, we reflect on the role of our community in the ever-evolving national conversations about the 
barriers to delivering excellent care to our diverse populations. We continue to be amazed by the accomplishments and passion proj-
ects of the AMP members, from medical students to senior faculty. As you do so much for our patients, know that AMP is here to be 
a support to you as you exemplify and personify our motto: "Strength Through Diversity, To Better the Health of the Patients We 
Serve." This Spring, AMP will be sponsoring and partnering with other organizations to bring you academic, networking, and social 
events events aimed at URM trainees and faculty development across the health systems. Be on the look out for announcements on 
this, and future newsletters as well on our website.

AMP would like to recognize Kim Smith-Whiltley, M.D. for her election into the Penn Medi-
cine Academy of Master Clinicians. The Academy of Master Clinicians is the highest clinical honor 
bestowed on a Penn Medicine physician. It is designed to honor Penn Medicine clinicians who are 
consistently recognized by peers and trainees as outstanding clinicians, patient advocates, educa-
tors, and mentors. A Master Clinician is distinguished by a superior depth of knowledge and displays 
exemplary interpersonal and communication skills with patients and colleagues at all levels.

Dr. Smith-Whitley received her medical degree from The George Washington University School of 
Medicine. She completed residency in pediatrics at Children’s National Medical Center in Washing-
ton D.C. before moving on to Philadelphia, where she completed a fellowship in hematology and 
oncology at CHOP. She is currently an Associate Professor in Pediatrics at the Perelman School of 
Medicine and holds the Elias Schwartz, MD, Endowed Chair in Hematology. Dr. Smith-Whitley’s clini-
cal and research focus is on sickle cell survivorship: predicting and preventing long-term, chronic, 
and life-threatening complications of the disease. During her time at CHOP she has initiated two in-

novative programs: the short-stay Hematology Acute Care Unit and the Blue Tie Tag program to recruit blood donors for pediatric 
transfusions.

Congratulations to Dr. Smith-Whitley for this tremendous accomplishment!

AMP would also like to recognize Carmen Guerra, M.D., M.S.C.E. for her appointment as the 
Vice Chair for Diversity and Inclusion in the Department of Medicine at the Perelman School of Medi-
cine at the University of Pennsylvania, effective July 1, 2016. In her new role, Dr. Guerra will oversee, 
promote, and facilitate diversity and inclusion for the Department of Medicine. She will work closely 
the leaders in the Department of Medicine and the Perelman School of Medicine to improve the fac-
ulty pipeline, faculty retention, and program development.

Dr. Guerra received her medical degree from the University of Rochester School of Medicine and 
Dentistry. She completed residency at Strong Memorial Hospital. Dr. Guerra received a Master of Sci-
ence in Clinical Epidemiology at the University of Pennsylvania in 2006 and has recently earned a Cer-
tificate of Professional Development in Leadership from the Wharton School. Dr. Guerra joined 
Penn’s Division of General Internal Medicine in 1996 and is currently an Associate Professor of Medi-
cine. Dr. Guerra’s administrative roles include Associate Chief of Staff of the Abramson Cancer Center, 
where she is also the Founding Director of the Office of Diversity and Associate Director for Diversity and Community Outreach. Dr. 
Guerra’s research is focused on understanding and addressing barriers to accessing cancer screening, research, and clinical services 
experienced by URMS and vulnerable populations. She has implemented her research as the Founding Director of the UPHS 
Healthy Woman Program and as the Founding co-Director of the UPHS Colorectal Screening Patient Navigation Program. 

Congratulations to Dr. Guerra for this amazing appointment!

Penn URM Visiting Clerkship Program
Know any fourth year medical student mentees, former classmates, or friends at other institutions? Do you want them to join you 
here at Penn? There are several funded URM visiting clerkship opportunities available, including Emergency Medicine, Pediatrics, 
Internal Medicine, General Surgery and Plastic Surgery. For more information contact Jessica Fowler (FowlerJ@email.chop.edu). 
Also, any faculty interested in starting a clerkship for their specialty should also contact Jessica Fowler. For more details about the 
URM Visiting Clerkship Program see the AMP website for details: http://www.allianceofminorityphysicians.org/penn-urm-visit-
ing-clerkship-program.html.

Dr. Judith Green-McKenzie completed her undergraduate education at Princeton University 
and received her medical degree from Yale University. She completed Internal Medicine internship 
and residency at New York University, where she subsequently stayed on as an attending physician 
in the Internal Medicine and Virology clinics. She then moved on to fellowship in Occupational 
Medicine at Johns Hopkins University, where she also earned a Master of Public Health degree. Dr. 
Green-McKenzie is currently an Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine at HUP and serves as 
Chief of the Occupational Medicine Division. She is also Program Director for the Occupational 
Medicine residency. Dr. Green-McKenzie’s research focus is on outcomes in Occupational Medi-
cine, especially in the areas of blood borne pathogen exposures, workers’ compensation costs, and 
resident education.

What made you interested in  your current field of medicine?

“I am trained in both Internal Medicine and Occupational Medicine and have practiced both. I always had an interest in public health 
and when I learned of the field of Occupational and Environmental Medicine (OEM) while working as an internist I decided to com-
plete a fellowship in OEM, as this field would tie together my love of prevention and clinical medicine. As an OEM physician I am 
equipped with the clinical, analytical, epidemiological, as well as toxicology and management skills to take care of not only individual 
patients but of patient populations (workers) as a whole. I have the privilege of interacting with several stakeholders towards the 
recognition, treatment and prevention of workplace and environmental injuries and illnesses, while promoting worker health and 
productivity. ”

What do you enjoy about working in the UPHS-CHOP system?

“I enjoy the challenge of working in the UPHS- CHOP system. The support and flexibility are there to allow one to achieve one’s goals. 
The UPHS-CHOP system is also strategically placed among other graduate schools (e.g. The Schools of Nursing and Law etc.), making 
the possibility of cross- disciplinary research here at Penn within reach.”
 

What are some of your favorite things to do in Philly?

“Philadelphia boasts some of the best museums in the nation. Right across the street from the university is the University of Pennsyl-
vania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, one of my favorites. In addition, the restaurants are varied and excellent. Right 
across the bridge is New Jersey, where I reside. The New Jersey shore is a great place to visit during the summer months. We are also 
only a train ride away from New York and Washington D.C. Proximity to other great cities is also an advantage that Philadelphia 
holds.”

Any words of wisdom to share?

“Medicine is a great field. It is constantly changing with new opportunities for is all to contribute. As physicians we have so much op-
portunity to give back and so many areas in which we can concentrate. Find your passion and be flexible in order to be able to adapt 
to and even help mold the future of medicine. In the face of challenge, keep striving. Don’t give up.”

For up to date information about AMP and upcoming events visit our website at: http://www.allianceofminorityphysicians.org
For newsletter submissions for community events, resident/fellow spotlight or general AMP-related inquiries, please send email to AMP@uphs.upenn.edu 

Bowling! Saturday, March 12th, 2016 at 5-7PM 
PEP Bowl (1200 S Broad St, Philadelphia, PA 19146)
- Cost is free. Light drinks and pizza provided. PEP Bowl is BYOB so feel free to bring your own drinks and snacks as well
- Contact Ijeoma Nwachukwu (Ijeoma.nwachukwu@uphs.upenn.edu) to RSVP

Dickens Lecture in Medicine. Wednesday, March 30th at 1PM
Jordan Medical Education Center, PCAM South Pavilion

Health Equity Week: April 4-7
- Abstracts due: March 21, 2016


